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Providing Reliable Service Every Day – Part III
This series explains how the Distict ensures 
that the sewer system continues to provide 
safe and reliable service to our community.

Caring for pressure sewers
Unlike sewers that rely on gravity to move 
wastewater, pressure sewer systems are 
more vulnerable to clogs and mechanical 
problems because they rely on pumps to 
carry wastewater through the pressure 
pipes (or “force mains”). While the District 
uses a variety of strategies and systems 
to keep our more than 60 pump stations 
and more than 75 miles of force mains 
operating reliably, one of the best ways to 
care for our pressure sewer system is to 
educate the public about what’s flushable 
and what’s not.

One of the biggest challenges facing 
many sewer providers around the country 
is the popularity of “flushable” wipes. 
Contrary to advertising, these wipes 
typically do NOT break down in sewers 
and they can cause huge clogs and 
mechanical failures. While the District has 
invested in specialized equipment and 
developed new maintenance procedures 
to help deal with wipes, the most effective 
treatment is prevention. Remember that 
you can help at home by putting wipes in 
the garbage!

Despite what packaging might say, wipes 
typically don’t break down in sewers: they 
cause clogs and mechanical failures that 
require costly repairs and maintenance. These 
rags and wipes were recently removed from 
the Ridgefield Treatment Plant. 
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Oh right... Make sure a grownup 
knows what you’re doing!

Does your MOM know about this?

 First, you’ll need some
TOOLS & Products to Test

I conclude that your
mom is going to be mad

about this mess.

Remember to clean up when you’re done ... 
and put non-flushable paper in the trash!
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IS IT REALLY “FLUSHABLE?” 
Sewer science with Frog and the F.O.G.G.
You probably know by now that some ”Flushable” paper 
products are bad for the sewer because they don’t break 
down easily and can create clogs. 

If you’re wondering if the products in your home are 
flushable, you can find out with this easy experiment.

Step 1: Form a hypothesis
What do you THINK will happen when different 
types of paper products are soaked in water?

Step 2: Do an Experiment
1.	 Put a small wad of each type of paper in the 

glasses. try to use about the same amount of 
each and label each glass with what’s in it.

2.	Fill each glass with water.

3.	Stir each glass with a spoon 
like it’s getting flushed. Every 
hour or so, give each glass 
another stir.

4.	 Let the glasses sit overnight. 
(In real life, it only takes 15-
30 minutes for paper to reach a 
pump station and start causing problems!)

5.	In the morning, give each glass another stir, 
then pour the contents through a colander 
one at a time. Run water through the colander 
to help break up the paper.

Step 3: Make observations
What happened? Does some paper come apart 
easily after soaking in water? Which types of 
paper went completely through the holes in the 
colander? Which types are still one piece?

Step 4: Draw a conclusion
If you were able to wash most of the paper 
through the holes of the colander, then that 
paper breaks down and is probably flushable. What 
do you think happens to 
the other kinds of 
paper after 
they get 
flushed?
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BONUS Questions 
*	What happens if you use thicker types of 

toilet paper? DO they break down as easily?

*	 HOw long DOES it take for tougher types of 
paper to break down in water? Do they?
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