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We’re proud the rates our customers pay are very competitive 
in Clark County and throughout the state. 
How low? The Washington Department of Ecology published a 
statewide survey of monthly utility rates late last year. Crunch the 
numbers and you’ll find the District’s low base rate of $38 occupies 
the 20th percentile. That means the District’s rates are lower than 80 
percent of others in the state.
When we say the District is committed to low rates for customers, 
results like this are what we mean. But they also raise questions.

What about rates in Ridgefield? 
In the same survey, the current Ridgefield rate of $60.50 ranks at the 
64th percentile statewide. That’s nine percent below the average rate 
for utilities in western Washington ($66.32), and the same rate as when 
Ridgefield joined the District in 2014. The District promised and has 
delivered overall rate stability in Ridgefield.
Customers in the Ridgefield service area pay a surcharge to cover the 
costs of connecting to the regional system. As the community grows, 
the surcharge gets smaller — currently down to $17, from the original 
$19 of four years ago. 

What about rates in the future?
Inevitably, costs have increased and will continue to increase with 
inflation — and modest increases will be necessary, as with prices 
for everything. Over the next 20 years, we’ll also need to invest in 
the regional treatment system to make sure it stays ahead of the 
increasing demand for our current and future customers. (Watch for 
more information in the next edition.) Over the long run, the District 
will continue to provide reliable service and customers will continue to 
benefit from some of the lowest and most stable rates in the state.
We’ll announce 2019 rates later this year, but you can get involved 
before then. Public meetings about budget planning start in mid-
October. (Visit the News & Highlights page of the District website for 
details.) Come ask questions and tell us what you think! Your input 
can help us continue to bring you the highest quality service with only 
modestly increasing, predictable rates.
The published survey compiled household rates for 1,000 cubic feet per month — about 
250 gallons of water consumption per day. We calculated percentile rankings from the 
results on the State’s website: bit.ly/WashingtonSewerSurvey
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Night Out

Come see Frog and the F.O.G.G. at an 
upcoming event! Ask a question at our 
booth and you might see the answer in an 
upcoming edition of Connections. 

Survey says: District’s rates are among state’s lowest
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... And a good
reason to
do this

experiment
outside!

flexible tape 
(Like Duct tape - to attach 

the ”bowl” to the tube.)

Water

First, you’ll need 
some Supplies ...

A Toilet Bowl 
(A funnel or the top of a 
2-liter bottle works well. 
Be careful with scissors!)

some flexible tube 
(Clear is   

better.)

a bucket 
(Or something to catch water in.)

You may also want a helper.

BUILD IT!
1. Connect the tubing to the 

funnel with some tape. 

2. hold the tubing in a 
sideways-S shape with the 
funnel in one hand, and 
the highest part of the 
S a little higher than 
halfway up the funnel. 

3. Hold the tubing’s open end 
lower than the funnel. 

4. Lastly, have a helper pour 
water into the funnel until the water 
ALMOST starts to flow out of the tubing.

Flush it!

Now that your toilet is ready, have your helper 
pour even more water into the funnel all at once, 
like flushing the toilet. WHAT HAPPENS?

USUALLY, when water enters the funnel, gravity 
pulls it down and it pushes the water that was 
already in the tube through the S-curve and out 
the end.

If you pour enough water at once, the water should 
continue to flow, pulling the water out of the 
funnel. This is called SIPHONING, like when you sip 
through a straw. this part of your toilet is called 
an S-SIPHON.

After you ”flush”, you should still see some water 
in the S-bend and the lower part of the funnel. 
In a real toilet, that water is SUPER IMPORTANT 
because it keeps smells from coming up through the 
toilet and into your house.

What if you block the tubing with your finger? The 
flushed water overflows the funnel. That makes a 
big mess, which is one reason not to flush wipes or 
anything except toilet 
paper.

And in a real toilet, 
what happens to the 
water that gets pushed 
through to the sewer 
system? Like Frog and 
the F.O.G.G, it starts 
an epic journey....

Now that you’ve made your model toilet, you can 
also give it a go in Minecraft. Here’s a video that 
shows you how: bit.ly/MINECRAFT-TOILET

They’re in your home, at school, at restaurants 
and stores ... and they all connect to the 
sewer system! If you’ve ever wondered how they 
work, why not make a TOILET of your own?

Sewer science with Frog and 
the F.O.G.G. PRESENTS...

... And a good
reason to
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experiment
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flexible tape 
(Like Duct tape - to attach 

the ”bowl” to the tube.)

Water

First, you’ll need 
some Supplies ...

A Toilet Bowl 
(A funnel or the top of a 
2-liter bottle works well. 
Be careful with scissors!)

some flexible tube 
(Clear is   

better.)

a bucket 
(Or something to catch water in.)

You may also want a helper.

(You can ask 
a grown-up to 
drill some holes 
in a board to 
make a frame.)
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MAKE A     TOILET! MODEL
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Of course, you knew 
that ... right?

Just to be clear: this is 
about making a toilet MODEL. 
So ... ONLY PUT WATER IN IT!! And if 
you need to, ask a grown-up for help!


