CLARK
REGIONAL

Connections

July/August 2025

Wastewater Treatment 301

This article is next in the series that shows how

the District collects, moves and treats wastewater
(or sewage). Wastewater treatment is a complicated,
regulated and often a fascinating process that plays
an important role in protecting public health and
the environment.

This issue will discuss the secondary treatment
process for liquid waste. We will cover solids
treatment in a later issue.

Secondary Treatment

Secondary treatment occurs in two steps. First, the
aeration tank creates ideal food and oxygen conditions
for bacteria and other microscopic organisms to quickly
and efficiently digest dissolved waste, just as they would
normally in the natural environment, but on a much larger
scale. The wastewater then flows into the secondary
clarifier. This clarifier separates any remaining solids and
recycles the bacteria, returning it to the aeration tank. At
the end of secondary treatment, nearly all organic waste
has been removed from the water. The treated water then
proceeds to the final treatment stage, disinfection, which
will be discussed in the next issue.

Operator takes a wastewater sample for
laboratory testing

Treatment of Organic Waste- Flush Wisely!
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Wastewater treatment relies heavily on natural, biological
processes in carefully controlled treatment environments,
like in the aeration tank. These processes are great for
treating organic, human waste but they can be disrupted by
and do not remove artificial and synthetic compounds, like e — (ACTIVATEDSLU%GE)
those found in prescription drugs and skincare products.
That's why it’s important to flush and shop wisely. Visit
crwwd.com/pollution-prevention to learn more.
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Going above and beyond—3 ways we
safeguard water quality and the environment

Did you know?

1. We inspect gravity sewers using closed-circuit
You can safely dispose of unused medications for television (CCTV) cameras to ensure the pipes
free via mail. Proper disposal reduces the flow of are working properly. This helps us prevent any
pharmaceuticals into the environment. leaks and allows us to proactively identify any

Find out more about drug take-back programs at repairs needed.

crwwd.com/pollution-prevention/rx-disposal/ 2. As septic systems age, they pose a potential
risk to the environment. The District manages
a Septic Elimination Program that provides an
affordable way for those with septic systems
to connect to the public sanitary sewer and
protect our water resources. Learn more here:
crwwd.com/projects/sep

3. We also manage an Industrial/Commercial
Pretreatment Program to ensure wastewater from
businesses and industry is properly treated before
being discharged to the public sewer.

Senior low-income discount

Are you 62 or older? Do you live in your home year-round? You may qualify for a low-income discount on
your bill. Currently, this program supports about 300 households at a cost of approximately one nickel per
month to all District customers. Contact us today to find out if you qualify.

The new annual guidelines and discounts begin August 1. For more information call 360-993-4001
or visit: crwwd.com/senior-discount.
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