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Wastewater Treatment 501

This article is next in the series that shows how the District collects, moves, and treats wastewater (or
sewage). Wastewater treatment is a complicated, regulated, and often fascinating process that plays an
important role in protecting public health and the environment. This issue will discuss solids processing.

Solids processing

As sewage is cleaned, the waste materials (or
solids) are separated for further treatment.
The solids are thickened and then discharged
to large tanks called digesters. The solids are
digested for about one month, which includes
further processing by mixing and heating. This
process is called anaerobic digestion, where
microorganisms stabilize the organic material
in a process similar to composting.

From here, the digested solids (or biosolids) are
stored in a separate tank before excess water

is removed. This process, called dewatering,
reduces the weight and volume of the biosolids,
which makes it more economical to transport.

The District’s biosolids treatment process meets
state and federal standards and is conducted
under a separate permit from the Washington
State Department of Ecology. The biosolids have
beneficial agricultural uses, which we will discuss
in the next issue.

Did you know?

Gravity belt thickeners remove excess water
before digestion.

B Next in our series: Biosolids 101

Biosolids are an excellent fertilizer. In addition to providing nitrogen and phosphorus, biosolids
also supply "micronutrients" that help to replenish the soil and are crucial for plant growth and
development. The high percentage of organic matter allows for these micronutrients to

be slowly released over time and taken up by crops as they grow.

Hours of Operation Emergency?

Monday - Friday Call 24/7: Norm Harker
8a.m.-5p.m. 360-750-5876 Denny Kiggins
Closed Weekends Neil Kimsey
and Holidays
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Salmon Creek Treatment Plant
Phase 5 Expansion complete

We're celebrating the completion of the Phase 5
expansion and improvements at Salmon Creek
Treatment Plant. The projects included process
improvements to add more capacity, new equipment
to reduce odors, and a new 7,300-foot pipeline to carry
treated water from the plant to the Columbia River.

These projects were completed between 2019 and Aerial view orSamon Creek 2

2025 and represent a total investment of $71.6 million. Treatment Blant as of summér 2075
This investment improved the reliability of critical
systems and equipment and increased the plant’s

capacity by 17%, supporting the region’s growth for Learn more about the improvements
the next 8-10 years. here [PDF]: bit.ly/48NColO
 comroime
Calendar of Events District participates in water sector forum
Nov. 3-Dec. 9 Dec. 6 The District recently participated in a water sector
Santa’s Posse Salvation Army forum to discuss challenges facing water and
toy/food drive bell ringing wastewater utilities. The forum was held at the
. District offices and was attended by staff and officials
Donations Salmon Creek . -
from local agencies and utilities located throughout
accepted at the Fred Meyer . .
L Southwest Washington. The forum focused on issues
District office s . .
local utilities are struggling to deal with, such as
Dec. 9 Dec. 23 affordability, rising costs, workforce development, and
) ) an uncertain regulatory environment. The event was
FY 2026 budget: | FY 2026 budget: convened by Congresswoman Marie Gluesenkamp
Public hearing Board action Perez (Washington’s 3rd Congressional District).
District office District office 2
1 ° COUNTY A 1
. Free Leaf Disposal Coupon |+ [T v
=== Public Wor H
: Prevent street flooding—never blow or place leaves in the street. = & :

Vancouver and Clark County residents only Valid October 1-December 31,2025
1 . 1
1 Present this coupon at a participating drop-off location for up to 5 cubic yards of Drop-off locations: 1
: leaves only. No bags, trimmings, yard debris or mixed loads accepted. Loads must be covered and secured. Call ahead to verify operating hours. :
! Complete the following information: City Bark H&H Wood Recyclers |
: 2419 N.E. Andresen Rd., Vancouver, WA 8401 N.E. 117%" Ave., Vancouver, WA :
I Name: 360-253-8461 36(3—892—2805 1
I McFarlane’s Bark Triangle Resources 1
I Street address: ZIP: 8806 N.E. 117" Ave., Vancouver, WA 612 S.E. Union Street, Camas, WA |
I 360-892-6125 360-834-7253 1
: City of Vancouver residents: Funding for this program is provided through your garbage rates. West Van Materials Recovery Center :
§  Clark County residents: Funding for this program is provided through Clark County Public Works. 6601 N.W. Old Lower River Road, Vancouver, WA | 360-737-1727 1




