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OBJECTIVES 
 
 
The objectives of the Discovery Clean Water Alliance Industrial Pretreatment Program are:  
 

• To protect the Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW) from potential harm by 
establishing clear standards and requirements for pretreatment of non-domestic 
waste. Harm to be prevented includes causing interference or otherwise harming the 
POTW, causing pass-through or otherwise harming the receiving environment, or 
causing the POTW to respond to a Discharge based on a real or perceived threat. 

• To protect POTW staff who may be affected by wastewater and sludge in the course 
of their employment and to protect the general public. 

• To promote the reuse and recycling of Industrial Wastewater by Industrial Users. 

• To provide high-quality end products, such as reclaimed water and biosolids from the 
POTW, for beneficial use. 

• To provide for fees for the equitable distribution of the cost of operation, 
maintenance, and improvement of the POTW as economically feasible. 

• To enable the Alliance to comply with its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System permit conditions, sludge use and disposal requirements, and any other 
Federal or State laws to which the POTW is subject. 
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PROGRAM SUMMARY 
 

INTRODUCTION 

On January 1, 2023, the Discovery Clean Water Alliance (Alliance) was delegated authority 
by the Washington State Department of Ecology (Ecology) to implement an Industrial 
Pretreatment Program (IPP). The Alliance is an interlocal partnership that provides regional 
wastewater transmission and treatment services for its Members: Clark Regional 
Wastewater District (District), Clark County, the City of Ridgefield, and the City of Battle 
Ground. The Alliance contracts with the District to perform administrative services, 
including oversight of the IPP, as well as operations of the two Alliance wastewater treatment 
plants and other regional assets. The District administers the IPP throughout the Alliance 
service area in accordance with the Alliance Pretreatment Regulations and the Interlocal 
Agreement among the Alliance, the District, and the City of Battle Ground. The District also 
has an Interlocal Agreement with the City of Vancouver to address the area of the District 
that flows to the City-owned Westside Treatment Plant, which is not part of the Alliance IPP. 
Figure 1 shows a map of the pretreatment jurisdictional boundaries for the Alliance service 
area. 
 
This Annual Report, prepared by the District on behalf of the Alliance, summarizes 
pretreatment program activities during the 2025 calendar year. It is submitted in accordance 
with Section 4.A.5 of Agreed Order 21502 (Salmon Creek Treatment Plant), Section 4.A.5 of 
Agreed Order 21503 (Ridgefield Treatment Plant), and Section S6.D of the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Waste Discharge Permit No. WA0023639 for the 
Salmon Creek Treatment Plant.  
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Figure 1 – Discovery Clean Water Alliance Pretreatment Jurisdiction Map
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PLANT PERFORMANCE 

There were no permit violations for either Salmon Creek Treatment Plant (SCTP) or 
Ridgefield Treatment Plant (RTP) due to interference or inhibition from industrial sources. 
Priority pollutant and Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) analyses did not detect any pollutants 
passing through the treatment plants at levels that would cause harm to aquatic life in the 
receiving waters. 
 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The Alliance IPP classifies industrial users (IUs) based on the quantity and nature of their 
wastewater discharge and issues control documents to authorize their discharge in 
accordance with the Alliance Pretreatment Regulations. The classes of IUs, type and current 
number of control documents are summarized in Table 1 below. 
 

Table 1 – IU Classification Summary 
Class Criteria Control Document No. 
SIU An IU that meets one of the following: 

• Is subject to the Categorical 
Pretreatment Standards (40 CFR 
405-471); 

• Discharges an average of 25,000 
gpd or more processed wastewater 
to the POTW (excluding sanitary, 
non-contact cooling, and boiler 
blowdown wastewater); 

• Contributes 5 percent or more of 
the average dry weather hydraulic 
or organic capacity of the POTW or 

• Is designated as such by the 
Alliance due to reasonable 
potential for adversely affecting the 
POTW’s operations 

Industrial Wastewater 
Discharge Permit 
(Permit) 

3 

MIU An IU that does not meet the SIU criteria 
but is identified as having the potential to 
discharge wastewater that could have an 
adverse impact on the POTW’s operations. 

Letter of Discharge (LOD) 4 

FOG An IU that has the potential to introduce 
wastewater containing fats, oils and 
grease (FOG) in quantities or 
concentrations that could cause 
interference with the POTW’s operations. 

N/A 437 
 

 
The three (3) Significant Industrial Users (SIUs) are located in the District collections system 
service area and flow to SCTP. SIUs are managed through annual facility inspections and 
sampling, reviewing self-monitoring reports, and enforcement actions as required by the 
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Pretreatment Regulations and Enforcement Response Plan (ERP). IPP staff prioritize 
maintaining working relationships and ongoing communication with these users to promote 
information-sharing and compliance. 
 
The four (4) Minor Industrial Users (MIUs) are managed through periodic facility inspections 
and sampling and reviewing self-monitoring reports, as required. IPP staff work with users 
to understand pretreatment requirements and conduct enforcement actions, when 
necessary, per the ERP. 
 
The majority of IUs in the Alliance IPP are classified as Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Users. 
Most are food service establishments (FSEs) and other entities that provide commercial food 
service, or automotive facilities. FOG Users are required to install and maintain grease 
removal devices (GRDs), which are managed by IPP staff through routine facility inspections 
and pump-out report reviews.  
 

SUMMARY OF APPENDICES IN REPORT 

Appendix A provides a summary of influent, effluent, and biosolids monitoring data for the 
SCTP, conducted in accordance with NPDES permit, biosolids management, and land 
application requirements. Metal concentrations remain below inhibition levels, and removal 
rates were consistent with previous years. Other pollutants monitored were either not 
detected or present at low levels. Biosolids production and land application data are also 
provided in this appendix. 

Appendix B shows a comparison of the current local limits to the Maximum Allowable 
Headworks Loadings (MAHLs). Influent concentrations and loadings for local limit-regulated 
pollutants indicate that current limits are protective of water quality, beneficial biosolids 
reuse, and plant performance. The Alliance also performed a local limits evaluation in 2025 
as required by the SCTP NPDES permit; this report has been submitted to Ecology for review.  

Appendices C through I summarize program implementation activities, including an 
updated Industrial User summary, permit issuance and renewal activity, user inspections 
and monitoring information, program changes and resources. In accordance with the SCTP 
NPDES Permit requirements, Appendix C also includes an inventory of all known or 
suspected industrial users subject to Categorical Pretreatment Standards that are known or 
suspected to discharge PFAS. 

Appendix J summarizes industrial user compliance and enforcement activities. 

PRIORITIES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR REPORTING YEAR  

Public Education and Outreach 

The Alliance and the District continue to prioritize pollution prevention education and 
outreach to encourage proper disposal of non-flushable products and enhance awareness of 
water quality issues. These efforts included newsletter distribution, the Freeze the Grease 
program, and online outreach. District staff also participate in several community events 
throughout the year to interact directly with customers in providing this information. 
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Interagency Coordination and Training 

IPP staff actively participate in several local, regional, and national groups to facilitate 
networking and knowledge-sharing in the pretreatment field. This includes membership in 
the Oregon Association of Clean Water Agencies (ACWA), the National Association of Clean 
Water Agencies (NACWA), and the Portland Metro area’s Preferred Pumper Program (PPP). 
The District also participates in the Local Interagency Networking Cooperative (LINC) and 
the American Public Works Association (APWA) PreFOG subcommittee and helps to 
coordinate the Pacific Northwest Pretreatment Workshop sponsored by Western States 
Alliance (WSA). IPP staff attend formal training and webinars throughout the year as 
available. 

Program Coordination & Optimization 

The District and the City of Battle Ground continue to coordinate closely on plan review and 
user survey processes to ensure the program is administered effectively throughout the 
Alliance service area. The Alliance has also implemented a new software program to 
optimize resources and data management. The program is currently being used to manage 
FOG inspections and data, and the pretreatment module of the software will be implemented 
beginning in 2026. 

Wastewater Surveillance Program Participation 

The Alliance continued its participation in the CDC/WEF National Wastewater Surveillance 
System (NWSS) through partnership with the Washington Department of Health. Through 
this program, the Alliance provides wastewater samples for analysis of the SARS-CoV-2 virus 
and other respiratory illnesses to support public health initiatives. 
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APPENDIX A: SCTP Monitoring Data 
 

                                          Total Metals per EPA 200 series / HG per EPA 1631E 
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Qualifiers:  
B: The analyte was found in the associated method blank at a level that is significant relative to the sample result as defined by 
the DOD or NELAC standards. 
J: Estimated Result. Result detected below lowest point of calibration curve, but above specified MDL. 
K: The abundance ratio between the primary and secondary ions were outside of  
theoretical acceptance limits. The concentration of this analyte should be considered an estimate. 

* The result is an outlier. See case narrative. 
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APPENDIX B: Local Limits Evaluation 
 

Parameter 

Avg Inf 
Conc 
(mg/L) 

Actual 
Loading 
(lbs/day) 

MAHL* 
(lbs/day) 

Safety 
Factor 

Arsenic   0.00197 0.154 2.86 19 

Cadmium  0.00008 <0.078 0.79 >10 

Chromium 0.00171 <0.784 4.01 >5 

Copper 0.0500 3.899 39.3 10 

Lead 0.000764 0.060 3.99 67 

Mercury (ug/L) 0.03735 0.0029 0.1582 54 

Molybdenum 0.00260 0.203 1.07 5 

Nickel 0.00205 0.160 10.66 67 

Selenium  0.000500 <0.392 0.83 >2 

Silver 0.000147 <0.016 4.2 >268 

Zinc 0.13150 10.254 21.2 2 

Cyanide 0.01000 0.780 5.2 7 

 

 

2025 Average Influent Flow (MGD): 9.35 

 
*Discovery Clean Water Alliance Local Limits Evaluation Report, December 2025 
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APPENDIX C: Industrial User Survey Update 
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APPENDIX D: Permit Activity 
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APPENDIX E: Industrial User Compliance Summary 
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APPENDIX F: Industrial User Monitoring Summary 
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APPENDIX G: Fats, Oils & Grease (FOG) Program Summary 
 

The Alliance administers a Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) Program throughout the collection 
system service areas for Clark Regional Wastewater District and the City of Battle Ground. 
Staff inspect grease removal devices, review pump out reports, and provide education and 
outreach to business owners and personnel. The Alliance also participates in the Preferred 
Pumper Program (PPP), a regional collaboration between wastewater agencies and grease 
removal service providers to ensure proper maintenance of grease removal devices. 

 

Active FOG Users   Grease Removal Device Types 

District 352   Grease Interceptors 397 

Battle Ground 85   Oil/Water Separators 40 

Total 437   Total 437 

Change from 
previous year 16   

Change from  
previous year 27 

      

Compliance Monitoring Activities  

Month Facility Inspections 
PPP Pumpout Reports 

Reviewed  
January   30   33  
February   54   48  
March   63   24  
April   41   46  
May   31   57  
June   33   49  
July   33   59  
August   37   76  
September   33   70  
October   29   93  
November   50   93  
December   30   95  
TOTAL   464   743  

      

Preferred Pumper Program Participation  
Active FOG Users currently using PPP pumper:     397  
Est. gallons of FOG removed by PPP pumpers:      344,258  
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APPENDIX H: Program Modifications 
  

Summary of Changes during the previous Reporting Year: 

No changes have been made to the approved program over the previous year. 

Staff are in the process of implementing new pretreatment software. The software is 
currently being used for FOG management, and implementation of the pretreatment module 
will begin in 2026. 

Summary of Planned Changes in the Upcoming Reporting Year: 

The Alliance is evaluating the feasibility of accepting septage at a receiving facility at the City 

of Battle Ground’s Operations Center. The Alliance IPP would require modification and 

Ecology approval before allowing septage discharge, and IPP staff are communicating with 

Ecology on this process.  
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APPENDIX I: Program Resource Summary 
 

PROGRAM ORGANIZATION & PERSONNEL 

Clark Regional Wastewater District (District) administers the IPP via the Administrative 

Lead contract with the Alliance. The District’s Regulatory Compliance Manager oversees the 

management and implementation of all elements of the Alliance IPP. The Pretreatment 

Specialist also supports the program. 

PROGRAM FUNDING 

The IPP is funded through the Alliance’s operating budget, which is established on a biennial 

basis.  The Alliance Members that contribute flows to the Alliance wastewater treatment 

facilities (District and the City of Battle Ground) pay regional service charges (RSCs) to the 

Alliance determined by a flow-based cost allocation framework. The RSCs fund operational 

and administrative costs for the Alliance, including the IPP. 

 

Pretreatment 
Specialist 
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APPENDIX J: Compliance & Enforcement Summary 
 

Pretreatment Standard or Requirement No. IUs to 
which Standard 

applies 

No. IUs in 
compliance with 

Standard 

IUs notified of promulgated pretreatment standards 0 - 

IUs on compliance schedules 0 - 

IUs required to submit baseline monitoring reports 0 - 

SIUs required to submit self-monitoring reports 3 3 

MIUs required to submit self-monitoring reports 3 3 

IUs in Significant Non-Compliance (SNC) 0 - 

 

Enforcement Action Type No. Actions SIUs MIUs 

Initial Notices 0 - - 

Letters of Non-Compliance 0 - - 

Compliance Review Meetings 0 - - 

Notices of Violation 0 - - 

Consent Orders 0 - - 

Compliance Orders 0 - - 

Emergency Suspension/Termination of Discharge 0 - - 

Civil Penalties 0 - - 

 

 

 


